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PROGRAM 


Sonata No. 30 
Sonata No. 27 
Sonata No. 18 


In his 80th year, Walter Buczynski started his new sonata project - so far completing 35. 

On Sunday, April 28, 2019, at 2:30 pm, please join us for Celebrating Walter Buczynski, 
a concert featuring these latest piano sonatas performed by 
Ilya Poletaev, Gregory Oh, Younggun Kim, Matthew Li, Vadim Serebryany and Walter Buczynski. 


Follow @UofTMusic 
Visit www.music.utoronto.ca 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 

bloorstculturecorridor.com 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of 
the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. Today, this meeting place is still the home to many 
Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 










Biographies 
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Walter Buczynski, composer and pianist, is one of 
Canada’s most esteemed musicians. Born in Toronto 
in 1933, he studied theory at the Royal Conservatory 
of Music in Toronto with Godfrey Ridout, and piano 
with Earl Moss and with the renowned Rosina Lhevinne 
in New York. He made his orchestral debut in 1955 
with the Toronto Symphony under the baton of Henry 
Rzepus playing the Chopin F minor piano concerto. 

In 1960, Walter Buczynski was the first Canadian ever 
to compete in the prestigious Chopin Competition 
in Warsaw. He continued his studies in composition 
with Darius Milhaud in Aspen, Colorado (winning the 
Fromm Award in 1955), and in Paris with the legendary 
Nadia Boulanger from 1960-62. In 1969 he joined the 
University Of Toronto Faculty of Music as Professor 
of Theory and Composition and taught for 30 years 
before retiring and being named Professor Emeritus. 

Walter Buczynski was President of the Canadian 
League of Composers from 1974 to 1975. His 
compositional catalogue contains works for solo piano 
including 26 sonatas, six string quartets, the Cameo 
Series, 23 Lyrics for solo voice or instruments and 
orchestral ensemble, songs, choral works and a many 
works for a wide range of instruments. 

In 1977 Professor Emeritus Buczynski received 
the Queen Elizabeth medal for achievement and 
development of Canadian culture, followed by the 
Governor General’s 125th Commemorative medal in 
1992. In 2008 the Polish Government bestowed on him 
the Gloria Artis medal for his musical achievement and 
body of work. In 2008 Walter Buczynski created the 
Earle Moss Award for his former piano teacher, and he 
and his wife Danuta created an Entrance Scholarship at 
the Faculty of Music. 


Younggun Kim is a pianist known for his blazing 
technical capacity and a lush sound supported by a 
natural phrasing sense (Timothy Gilligan, New York 
Concert Review), who has performed across North 
America and Europe. 

He is the winner of various prizes including San Antonio 
International Competition, Concours International de 
Piano Francis Poulenc and Doctor of Musical Arts 
Recital Competition at the University of Toronto. Upon 
completion of his doctoral degree, Younggun was 
chosen as the recipient of the Tecumseh Sherman 
Rogers Graduating Award. 

He has also been closely involved since 2011 with the 
Health Arts Society, providing classical music concerts 
to audiences who no longer can make it to concert 
halls. 

Younggun Kim finished his undergraduate degree at the 
Glenn Gould School, Master’s degree at the Peabody 
Institute, and his Doctor of Musical Arts Degree at the 
University of Toronto with Professor Marietta Orlov, 
where he has been a faculty member since 2017. 

He is also a sought-after adjudicator, having served 
as Permanent Adjudicator for the Canadian Music 
Competition. 


Coming up at Thursdays at Noon 

October 18: Music and Poetry with soprano 
Nathalie Paulin, pianist Steven Philcox, and 
speaker Eric Domville 

October 25: U of T Strings and Friends 

November 1 : Opera Spotlight: Kurt Weill’s Street 
Scene 





